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Synopsis

Depicts over twenty luxurious homes built in Southern California since 1922 in the Spanish Mission

and Mediterranean styles, and discusses their owners and care.
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Customer Reviews

Twenty-one private homes built between 1922 and 1991 in South California’s eclectic and
individualistic Hispanic mission and Mediterranean revival styles are vividly captured in this
resplendent work. The book transcends Sunset Magazine-style coverage through a learned
foreword by David Gebhard (art history, Univ. of California, Santa Barbara) and an informative
introduction by former Architectural Digest editor McMillian, who also supplies captions and one- to
two-page introductions to each home. Beyond their unique designs and ornamentation, the homes
feature dazzling Spanish and Mexican folk art, antiques, tiles, fountains, and landscaping, all
luxuriously photographed. Ownership, especially when tied to the area’s movie industry, along with
details of restoration and renovation, is noted and quotations from architects provided. Although
more visual than analytical, the work delightfully captures the vitality and variety of Southern
California’s most important vernacular architecture. Recommended for regional and interior design
collections.?Russell Clement, Univ. of Tennessee, KnoxvilleCopyright 1996 Reed Business

Information, Inc.

Former Architectural Digest editor McMillian and photographer Melba Levick take great pains to

allow each of these 21 southern California houses a chance to show off without being constrained



by undue fuss over their past and present owners. Exteriors and interiors are displayed in sharply
focused color, furnishings are described, and a sense of the original architect’s intended statement
is conveyed. Many of the homes have been converted into museums; still, their architecture amply

shows the good and bad sides of Spanish style. Barbara Jacobs

Beautiful coffee table book.

An excellent coffee table book and conversation piece!

Great Spanish influenced houses of Santa Barbara.

Fantastic. Thanks!

A well illustrated book, has a lot of great ideas for this type of architecture, a good buy. Highly

recommend it.

very good

| bought this book to help with decorating our new home as it has lots of idea’s for color and tiles.
The pictures are stunning and once | have used it for inspiration it will make a gorgeous coffee table

book. | looked at it in book stores first, but couldn’t quite justify the price tag :-(

Great book! The minute | opened it | knew it was going to be a thrilling trip to another time in
California history. Beautiful pictures of grand homes, grounds, and other structures built with
Spanish and Mexican influence. If you want just one book covering this subject, this would be the
one to buy. Highly recommend.
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